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A Letter from 
Stephen Poat, 
Executive Director

The idea of “to whom much is given…much will be expected” is that we
are held responsible for what we have. Whether we are blessed with
talents, wealth, knowledge, or time, the Gospel tells us that it is expected
of us to use these gifts to glorify God and benefit others as we are called
to be men and women for others.

As I reflect over the past year, I see God’s hand in our ministry, with our
staff, with our retreatants and with our donors and I am beyond grateful
for the work that we have been able to accomplish together as we share
our gifts with one another.

Through the generosity of our many donors, we continued to serve adults
and youth through our retreat ministry, both on and off campus and
through our newly developed virtual retreats. Our Board of Trustees has
given their time, advice and prayers as we navigated through uncertain
and uncharted times. Our ministry staff worked tirelessly to adapt our
existing ministry and developed new virtual retreat paradigms allowing
retreats to not only continue, but to reach a larger audience. The
hospitality staff adapted to not only meet but exceed the CDC guidelines
for food service, housekeeping and maintenance. Together, we were able
to continue the mission of JSC, maintain consistency, and even expand
our programs with the single aim of building the Kingdom of God, and for
that I am most grateful.

Gratitude is the foundation of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of
Loyola, and it is the word that best summarizes my experience as the new
Executive Director at the Jesuit Spiritual Center this past year. As I look
forward to our future, I have great hope and expectations of how God is
going to use each of us to build the Kingdom of God here on earth at the
Jesuit Spiritual Center.

In gratitude,

Stephen Poat

To whom much is given much is expected 
and from everyone who has been given 
much, much will be expected. – Luke 12:48



Mission We provide spiritual formation, retreats, and sacred space for
prayer and discernment rooted in the Gospel as expressed in the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola.

Mission and 

Core Values

Vision The Jesuit Spiritual Center at Milford creates a Christ-centered
oasis where people of all walks of life experience a deeper relationship
with God.

 Silence, Discernment, Examen
 Contemplation and Solitude
 Inclusion and Diversity
 Care for the Whole Person

JSC Board of Trustees
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Terry Baum, SJ Pat Meisner
John Beiting Stephen Poat
Eileen MacDermott Budo Tom Schick
Daniel Burke William Sena
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A Year 

Ignatian Conference Retreats

While many of our Retreat Masters
for the Ignatian Weekend Conference
Retreats were unable to travel to the
Center for retreat, we were able to
live-stream them in for their
conferences as well as for individual
spiritual direction.

Set the World on Fire

Our three-year Set the World on Fire
Campaign came to a successful close.
Thank you for your generosity as we
exceeded our goal of $1.4 million. We
have been able to improve and grow our
retreat programs and outreach, upgrade
many necessary aspects of our facilities,
beautify and maintain our grounds and
secure our legacy.

Virtual Retreats

The JSC Youth Ministry team re-worked
many of their retreats to provide virtual
retreats for our schools and parishes.
Using the Zoom platform, retreatants
participated in live-facilitated retreats
that included witness talks, catechesis,
individual reflection, small group
discussions and prayer.

In July 2020, JSC reopened the retreat center after being closed due to COVID-19. While the pandemic brought many challenges, 
it also presented many opportunities to be innovative and creative as we continued to bring the Spiritual Exercises to all those 
seeking a deeper relationship with God.



34%

11%

55%

JSC Youth Ministry

JSC Adult Ministry

Hospitality

82% 18%

Transforming 

AdultYouth

Total Retreats

221



44%

35%

9%

6% 6% Retreat Ministry

Administrative

Maintenance

Utilities

Development

Our 

48%

25%

12%

8%
6%

1%

Fundraising

Hospitality

Youth Ministry

Ignatian Retreats

Personally Directed
Retreats
Spiritual Direction
Internship

OPERATING EXPENSES
$1,339,732

OPERATING INCOME
$1,343,585



2009

2013

2018

Looking 

Ministry

We welcome to our team Amy
Hoover, Director of Adult
Ministry and Lindsay Horn,
Associate Director of Youth
Ministry as we build back our
Ignatian conference retreat and
youth ministry programs.

Facilities

Our buildings will continue to be
upgraded, including the completion
of the Arrupe bathroom renovation,
new sound system in the Pavilion,
upgrading the audio visual and
technology in Loyola, and new paint
throughout the buildings.

Grounds

The grounds of JSC will continue to
receive much needed attention
including, tree removal and
replacement, asphalt on our drive
and walking paths, along with
flower beds and courtyards more
inviting. We welcome Tim Carson
to our maintenance and facilities
department.

This year, as the Jesuit Spiritual Center focuses on the scripture reading from Revelations 21:5, “Behold, I make all things new,” 
we look forward to the many improvements not only to our facilities and grounds,  but more importantly to our ministry as 
we welcome retreatants new and old to the Center to pray, reflect and find comfort and hope in the love and mercy of Jesus 
Christ. 



THANK 
YOU
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