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Hidden Gem of Milford

Over 450 Attend Parish Family  
Picnic at Jesuit Spiritual Center

BEACONS OF PEACE

Inside this issue

St. Andrew | St. Elizabeth Ann Seton | St. 
Veronica, a newly formed family of parishes 
organized under the Archdiocese of Cincinnati’s 
Beacons of Light, came together as one for an 
afternoon of fun, food, and fellowship. Over 450 
parishioners gathered at the Jesuit Spiritual 
Center to celebrate with one another their 
newly acquired parish family. 

Parishioners enjoyed sharing a large variety 
of homecooked food, a grill out, games, and 
sincere fellowship. “Human Bingo” was played 
as an icebreaker game to help the newly 
formed parish family get to know one another. 
The game encouraged family members to find 

others who fit a specific description on their 
bingo sheet. It was a big hit that brought many 
laughs and smiles. As Fr. Del Staigers said, “Our 
time together was grace-filled.”

Kathy Bitzer, Associate of Religious Education 
at St. Andrew Parish and one of the many 
organizers of the picnic, said, “Thank you to the 
staff at the Jesuit Spiritual Center for making 
it easy for us to host this event. Your grounds 
and the Schott Pavilion are so beautiful, and we 
heard so many positive comments from those 
who have never been there before. We couldn’t 
have done this without your help!”

FALL 2022

www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com

“more” of your retreat center



As you read through this newsletter, I hope 
you take some time to discern the movements 
of your heart and consider if the Lord is calling 
you to more (“Magis”).  

Consider how two-thirds of God’s name is 
“Go.” Is God calling you to go on retreat? To 
visit the sacrament of reconciliation?  Maybe even to call the Executive Director 
of the Jesuit Spiritual Center to share an idea?

Many of our retreatants have heard me say while on retreat, “This is your retreat 
house.” Executive Directors come and go but you continue to come on retreat 
here, year after year. Together, let’s take care of “our” retreat house. If you have 
ideas, suggestions, donations, or recommendations, please “Go” and make 
them known to me. 

Last year the Jesuit Spiritual Center’s ministerial efforts were rooted in the 
theme of “Hope.” After some prayerful discernment, this year’s theme is “Peace.” 

Looking at the state of the world and the church, it is evident that we all need 
peace. As Catholics we know that to have peace is to have Jesus. As children of 
God, we are all called to be peacemakers. At the Jesuit Spiritual Center, we look 
forward to being “Beacons of Peace” and walking in this journey with you. 

Peace be with you.

Welcome to the New  
Jesuit Spiritual Center 
Newsletter
Our hope is to share with you 
our stories and passion of the 
ministry that takes place here 
in Milford, Ohio At the beginning of each year the Jesuit 

Spiritual Center meets as a team to 
discuss and discern a theme and scripture 
reading for which they will be rooted in 
all aspects of their ministry.

Executive DIrector Stephen Poat explains, 
“Prayer is a central part of what we do. It helps 
us stay focused from the many distractions in our 
world and workplace and is the starting point in 
all that we do and throughout all departments, 
whether it is housekeeping, maintenance, food 
service or ministry.”  

This year’s theme is Peace. “Peace, I leave with 
you; My peace I give to you” – John 14:27. The 
Center is looking forward to welcoming all God’s 
people as they come and experience the “peace 
of Christ that surpasses all understanding” – Phil 
4:6. The ministry has recently hired 4 new team 
members to serve the growing retreat programs 
and are looking forward to working with the 
many parishes in the archdioceses they serve, 
particularly Cincinnati, as they transition with the 
Beacons of Light.

Try to keep your soul always  
in peace and quiet, 

always ready for whatever our Lord may 
wish to work in you. 

It is certainly a higher virtue  
of the soul, 

and a greater grace, 
to be able to enjoy the Lord  

in different times and different places than 
in only one.

 
- St. Ignatius of Loyola

JSC: A Beacon of Peace

“Peace I leave with; My    
 Peace I give to you”
                    -John 14:27
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Adoration at the  
Schott Pavilion

The Jesuit Spiritual Center welcomes various groups to our campus to utilize any of our five buildings 
to host their retreat. To reserve a space or inquire about reservations, please contact Mary Ellen at 
513.248.3500 ext. 10 or reservations@jesuitspiritualcenter.com.

This summer the Jesuit Spiritual Center welcomed over 65 young people to a 
three-day Theology of the Body retreat led by Pregnancy Center East

Pregnancy Center East Hosts TOB Retreat
The retreat, Created, based on Theology of the 
Body (TOB), focused on teaching teens that they 
themselves are a gift from God and they were 
created to give themselves as a true gift to others. 
The retreat included presentations from priests, 
religious sisters and lay people, confession, 
adoration, small group discussions, activities and 
fellowship.

“This year, the overall objective [of the retreat] was: 
You are a gift, receive yourself, and give yourself as 
a gift,” said Elizabeth McKinney, Chastity Educator 
at Pregnancy Center East. “TOB in general is, ‘step 
away from the egocentric mindset of the world 
and realize that life is about going out of yourself 
and being a sincere gift to another person.’”

 “So, [the retreat is] helping young people see that 
their creation is unrepeatable and the fact that 
they are completely individual and their bodies are 
made good and have the power to reveal who God 
is. Our physical bodies literally have the power to 
reveal His relationship with us as individuals and 
us as a people... So [we are] just helping them see 
that they themselves, in and of themselves, are a 
gift because God has created them.” 

The retreatants were inspired by what they 
learned. 

One teen remarked, “I learned so much about 
love and use and God’s plan for us. The talk 
that the nuns had really reached me and 
felt very personal. I had an amazing time at 
adoration that felt different than any I’ve had 
in Catholic school. I am very glad that I stepped 
out of my comfort zone this summer and got to 
experience this amazing retreat.”

Some retreatants had initially come to appease 
their parents but left the retreat with a conversion 
of heart and renewed vigor for Christ.

“My younger brother attended begrudgingly 
at the request of my mom, but he loved it! He 
stayed late every day, couldn’t wait to go back 
the next day, and could not stop talking about it. 
It was transformative for him and his friend who 
attended with him,” said the retreatant’s sister. 
“I am so grateful for the beautiful witness to 
truth that you provided. Thank you and all those 
involved in organizing this amazing retreat.”



For Youth Ministry inquires, please contact Eric Nichols at 513.965.9688 or enichols@jesuitspiritualcenter.com.
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A Look into 
Youth Ministry

Entering into solidarity with the poor 
challenges us to confront injustice 
and reflect on how we have, at times, 
participated in it. During youth retreats, 
we reflect on powerful questions: “How 
have I shown love to my neighbor?” “Do I 
welcome those who are strangers to me?” 
“What must I give up in order to follow 
Jesus?”

These questions are not easily answered.  
I often find that young people are

bubble can provide the illusion of peace in 
our life and our world. Peace, however, is 
often the presence of someone, rather 
than the absence of something. When 
we move outside our spaces of comfort 
and control, we find Jesus where He 
has always been waiting – with the 
marginalized and outcast, and in the 
love we encounter as we embrace the 
other.

Eric Nichols, Director of Youth Ministry, 
reflects on the impact and importance 
of the Center’s iPlunge retreats

Eric Nichols 
 

As a retreat director, leading service 
immersion experiences is one of my most 
treasured works. My own experiences of 
service greatly shaped my understanding 
of Jesus’ Gospel and our call to respond to 
the sufferings of our world. 

especially apt to recognize how we often 
withdraw from interactions with the poor 
and suffering to shield  ourselves  from  
their  pain  and  our own empathy. This 

Ignite Internship

The Ignite Internship is a 1-2 year postgraduate 
ministerial immersion program in which interns are 
given the opportunity to work alongside the Jesuit 
Spiritual Center’s Youth Ministry team to bring 
the Gospel and Catholic faith to youth across the 
country. 

The Ignite Internship helps interns identify and 
cultivate their unique gifts and talents and use 
them to provide life changing youth retreats 
grounded in the beauty of the Catholic faith. They 
gain real world experience in Catholic ministry as 
well as formation in Ignatian Spirituality. 

Interns live in an intentional, faith-based 
community on the grounds of the Jesuit Spiritual 
Center. In addition to housing, interns receive 
a community food stipend to cover all meals, a 
personal monthly stipend, and health insurance.

APPLY TODAY: 
jesuitspiritualcenter.com/youthministry/internship/

What is an 
iPlunge?

iPlunge retreats teach youth about the 
marginalized and how poverty, food 
insecurity, and homelessness impact 
people and how local programs work to 
alleviate these issues. This past summer, 
over 35 youth from multiple parishes in the 
Cincinnati area participated in an iPlunge 
retreat at the Jesuit Spiritual Center.

The Jesuit Spiritual Center partners with 
various local ministries and nonprofits 
providing opportunities for retreatants to 
immerse themselves into service work.

The service sites include soup kitchens, 
children’s services, thrift stores, shelters, 
food pantries, furniture banks, disaster 
relief nonprofits, pregnancy centers, rehab 
centers, and more. 

During the day, retreatants are transported 
to a service site, and in the evenings, 
retreatants return to the Jesuit Spiritual 
Center where they discuss their experiences 
from the day. The JSC youth team provides 
talks on Catholic social teaching and leads 
the youth in prayer, praise & worship, and 
fellowship.  

JSC is accepting applications to its Ignite Internship Program
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Placed atop a hill overlooking the Little Miami River lies the Jesuit 
Spiritual Center’s Willig Chapel, named after the late Fr. Jim Willig 
(1951- 2001), a well-beloved priest from the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.

The unique structure of the chapel comes from it being an old 19th 
century train station. The building was part of the property that was 
acquired by the Jesuits in 1925 and was used as a storage shed until 
2004 when it was transformed into a memorial chapel. 

Fr. Willig had a long-standing history at the Jesuit Spiritual Center 
which led to his friends and family’s initiative to raise $60,000 for the 
renovation project in his honor. They came together in “work parties” 
to do much of the renovation themselves. Earth-moving, landscaping, 
and many of the building materials were likewise donated. The interior 
design of the chapel was primarily influenced by the Willig family with 
special donations from close friends of Fr. Willig, including the altar 
and crucifix that remain in the chapel today. 

In 2004 in the presence of the Willig family, Bishop Moeddel, fellow 
priests, and over five hundred friends and parishioners of Fr. Willig, 
the memorial chapel was dedicated to Fr. James Willig. The loving 
effort that volunteers spent in transforming the memorial chapel is a 
testament to the impact Fr. Willig had on the world. 

Today, Fr. Willig continues to make an impact on the world through 
his many spiritual writings and recorded homilies.  Many of Fr. Willig’s 
works can be found online at Heart to Heart, a gospel evangelization 
ministry. He also authored an inspirational book, Lessons From the 
School of Suffering: A Young Priest With Cancer Teaches Us How to Live, 
which details his personal struggles and spiritual journey of having 
stage four kidney cancer.  

To this day, the Willig family remains involved at the Jesuit Spiritual 
Center whether it is his sisters who come to visit, or others who come 
on retreat. Just recently, Fr. Willig’s niece, Mary Willig, led her high 
school’s Kairos retreat. She loved being back at the Jesuit Spiritual 
Center as it is a special place for her and her family. While on campus, 
Mary took a moment to flip through a stack of old photos from the 
construction of the Willig Chapel. After coming across one particular 
picture of an inscription it doesn’t get any better than this written on 
a wooden beam, she smiled and said, “That’s what my uncle used to 
always say!”

Be a Part of the Story
While some of us are called to be a retreatant, a donor,  or even to work at the Jesuit Spiritual Center, we are all 
invited to support the mission and ministry of the Center
The Jesuit Spiritual Center will begin their 2022-2023 annual appeal in October. This year’s goal is $440,000 and supports the essential 
operations of the mission and ministry. You will be receiving the Jesuit Spiritual Center Annual Appeal in the next several weeks which will 
expand on the needs of the Center. Please begin praying how you can support the mission and ministry of the Center. 

If you are able to financially support our ministry today, there are many opportunities to do so. Your  generosity helps us ensure all those 
seeking the Lord can do so on these sacred grounds.

† Donations
Donations can be made online at jesuitspiritualcenter.com/donate or sent to 
Jesuit Spiritual Center at 5361 S Milford Rd., Milford, OH 45150.
† Jesuit Brick Patio
Dedicate a brick to memorialize someone special, honor your retreat group or leave 
a special thought or bible verse for others to reflect on.
† Planned Giving through Bequests
Leave a lasting legacy at the Jesuit Spiritual Center. Please contact your financial 
advisor to make this type of gift.

      For more information, visit jesuitspiritualcenter.com/giving-opportunities/   
          or contact Development Administrator Abigail Rafael at (513) 965- 6983 or  
          email arafael@jesuitspiritualcenter.com. 

 

The Willig Chapel is available to all guests as a sacred 
space to sit in quiet solitude with the Lord. Fr. Willig’s 
legacy continues not only at the Jeusit Spiritual Center, 
but also in the hearts of all who remember him.

Fr. Jim Willig’s Legacy Lives On at the JSC 
“It doesn’t get any better than this” - Fr. Willig
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A Hidden Gem 
of Milford

witness to the renovation of four buildings. 
In fact, her husband had been a part of the 
renovations of the Thomas House, Schott 
Pavilion, and the Willig Chapel. 

Reflecting on 14 years of working with Mary 
Ellen, Executive Director Stephen Poat 
said, “Mary Ellen is one of those employees 
that you wish you had five more people 
like her. One of her many strengths is her 
ability to understand and communicate 
with others. Simply put, Mary Ellen is 
personable and genuine...and is a great 
asset to the mission and ministry of JSC.” 
As another colleague stated, “Mary Ellen 
has a memory like an elephant. She never 
forgets a person’s name, what retreat they 
have attended and any little tidbit she may 
have learned about them. She is a gift to 
the Center and a friend to all.” 

“I like what I do,” said Mary Ellen. “I 
thoroughly enjoy the fact that I can start a 
person exploring retreats and move them 
through the process of registration, answer 
any questions they might have, especially 
if they’re a ‘first-timer’, and welcome them 
when they arrive at the retreat. Being at the 
welcome table, I come full circle with them.  
I speak with them on the phone or in an 
email and then I get to see them in person 
which is really nice.”

Mary Ellen’s dedication to the Center 
is drawn from her love of God and her 
appreciation of the ministry’s work. “I 
enjoy seeing the retreatants when 
they’re here, and I hope they keep 
talking about us and spread the Good 
News.”

Retreatants and guests of the Jesuit Spiritual 
Center will be familiar with the name, “Mary 
Ellen Fellinger.” She has been a staple at the 
Center for the past 23 years. Mary Ellen began 
as a housekeeper, which allowed her to balance 
work and be involved at her daughters’ school.  
After a few years working in housekeeping, she 
began to utilize her office management skills to 
assist with office help and soon was offered a 
full-time position as the JSC Office Administrator. 
Today, she is not only the Office Administrator, 
but also the JSC Reservationist, where she takes 
all inquiries regarding building reservations and 
manages all retreatant reservations. Additionally, 
she can always be found present at the beginning 
of each retreat to welcome and register the 
retreatants.  

In the 23 years since Mary Ellen arrived at the 
Jesuit Spiritual Center, she has observed many 
changes on campus and in the ministry. This has 
included the renovation and new construction 
of several buildings, development of new 
ministry programs, and changes in staffing. 
At the time when Mary Ellen first began work 
at JSC, the Center only utilized the Arrupe 
and Loyola buildings. She has since been

Mary Ellen Felllinger is the longtime 
Office Administrator and Reservationist 
at the Jesuit Spiritual Center

Mary Ellen Fellinger

Am I being called to Spiritual Direction?

Spiritual Direction

Spiritual direction is an on-going relationship with a person who will support 
and guide you in your experiences of prayer as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

At the Jesuit Spiritual Center our trained spiritual directors (or “guides,” if 
you prefer) will use the practical principles of St. Ignatius of Loyola to assist 
you in recognizing more easily the work of the Holy Spirit in your prayer and 
in your life. 

If you find yourself discerning a particular concern, life decision,  or generally 
desiring to grow in your personal relationship with God, consider reaching 
out to JSC for spiritual direction.

center.com.

JSC Staff Celebrates 
Back to School

During the school year the Center hosts high school 
retreats for over 6,000 students. In the spirit of Back to 
School season, the JSC staff joined together for a pizza 
lunch sharing pictures of their “younger” selves. 

Always remember your younger self...the 
first “you” that God fell in love with.

For more information, please contact Fr. David Watson, SJ at 
513.248.3500, ext. 04 or dwatson@jesuitspiritualcenter.com.



As Dan Walsh walked into the Arrupe Chapel, 
he immediately noticed a dire need for new 
hymnals. The current hymnals at the Center 
are from 1994 and contain outdated songs. 
They do not include Sunday readings and 
many are falling apart due to their age and 
usage over the years, thus limiting the ability 
to effectively minister to retreatants through 
music.

“A lot of the people that are coming [on 
retreat] are saying, ‘Why do you still have 
these?’” said Dan. “There are so many other 
beautiful songs in our Catholic liturgy that we 
just don’t have access to. We need to update 
our books to have updated hymns not to 
mention include the Sunday readings to aid 
retreatants in their worship.”

After months of research, Dan has 
recommended the Center purchase an annual 
subscription of Breaking Bread. These hymnal 
books not only include both traditional and 
contemporary Catholic music, appealing to 
all people, they also contain the readings for 
the year. 

The Jesuit Spiritual Center hopes 
to purchase new hymnals for both 
the Arrupe and Loyola chapels.  
The annual cost is approximately 
$1,500.  If you are interested in 
financially assisting the Center 
with this project, please contact 
the Development Administrator 
Abigail Rafael at arafael@
jesuitspiritualcenter.com. 
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Importance of Music in 
Liturgical Worship
Director of Music Dan Walsh reflects on the importance 
of music in the spiritual life and the urgent need for new 
hymnals at the Jesuit Spiritual Center

Dan Walsh, Director of Music for the Jesuit 
Spiritual Center, has been working on 
improving the experience of music at the 
Center including replacing and repairing 
instruments, and collaborating with the 
Youth and Adult Ministry teams to have 
more intentional music during retreats 
and Masses. Dan comes to the Center with 
a wealth of experience, particularly as a 
music teacher at Catholic schools for the 
past 21 years as well as playing music for 
a variety of local music artists and parish 
events. He is passionate about helping 
people encounter God through music.

“It just gives me a great sense of 
satisfaction to watch others grow in 

their faith through music. Every time I 
take a step from one place to another, 
I just want to capture as many people 

as I can to help them grow in their faith 
journey.” 

When Dan began his role as the new 
Director of Music, he quickly recognized 
the significant role the Center plays in 
the spiritual journeys of the thousands of 
people who come to the Center for retreats. 
Dan often plays and sings at the Masses 
for the Center’s Personally Directed and 
Ignatian Weekend Retreats. After making 
a week-long Personally Directed Retreat, 
a retreatant wrote Dan a note of gratitude 
for his music ministry, noting the impact it 
had on her experience of God throughout 
the week. 

“Please know how much your music added 
to this retreat experience...so much! Songs 
(and your voice/guitar) have tremendous 
impact. During one of the Masses, you 
played a few bars of “Sacred Silence”...
and that song, for varied reasons, took 
me back to a different stage of my life, 
and that memory was instrumental in 
a transformative experience I had this 
week,” wrote the retreatant. 

In addition to working with Adulty Ministry, 
Dan helps the Youth Team with their 
retreat Masses and Praise & Worship. In 
his experience working with youth, he has 
witnessed how music helps teens enter into 
a deeper relationship with God. Many of the 
youth that Dan encounters at retreats don’t 
frequent Church and are inspired by the 
use of beautiful music at the Mass or Praise 
& Worship sessions during their retreats. 

“For some people, music heightens the 
senses. It gives them something more 
than just saying an Our Father or Hail 
Mary; it’s just more enlightening for 

them.” 

Undoubtably, music plays a critical role in 
how a person encounters God. 

Dan Walsh 
 



October 7 - 14, 2022  
December 2 - 9, 2022 
May 5 - 12, 2023 
June 2 - 11, 2023 
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Weekend Retreats
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2022-2023 RETREATS  

Men’s Retreats | Retreat Masters 
   October 21 - 23, 2022 | Fr. Michael Graham, SJ
   October 28 - 30, 2022 | Fr. Jeff Putthoff, SJ
   November 25 - 27, 2022 | Fr. Del Staigers
   January 6 - 8, 2023 | Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ
   January 13 - 15, 2023 | Fr. Jim Kubicki, SJ
   January 20 - 22, 2023 | Fr. Michael Graham, SJ
   January 27 - 29, 2023 | Fr. Brad Held, SJ
   February 10  - 12, 2023 | Fr. Mitch Pacwa, SJ
   February 17 - 19, 2023 | Fr. Peter Bernardi, SJ
   February 24 - 26, 2023 | Fr. Jim Kubicki, SJ
   March 3 - 5, 2023 | Fr. Jim Shea, SJ
   March 31 - April 2, 2023 | Fr. Jeff Putthoff, SJ
Women’s Retreats | Retreat Masters
   November 4 - 6, 2022 | Jenene Francis
    March 10 - 12, 2023 | Fr. Michael Sparough, SJ
Men & Women’s Retreats | Retreat Masters
   October 14 - 16, 2022 | Fr. Doug Leonhardt, SJ
   March 17 - 19, 2023 | Fr. Patrick Fairbanks, SJ
   April 21 - 23, 2023 | Married Couples Retreat with 
                                         Tom & Geralyn Sparough

  Personally Directed Retreats 

5361 S. Milford Rd. 
Milford, OH 45150

JSC Welcomes New Team Members

Dan Walsh 
Director of Music
Dan was born with music in his blood. He began 
learning to play guitar when he was 7 years old 
and hasn’t stopped since. He has been a part of 
the musical world for the past 27  years, playing 
for local artists and parish events, as well as 
teaching music at Catholic schools.

Fr. David Watson, SJ 
Director of Adult Ministry

Fr. David, a native of Cleveland, OH, 
has been a Jesuit since 1980 and 
was ordained a priest in 1992. Prior 
to coming to the retreat center, Fr. 
David worked in various parishes, 
schools, and retreat centers across 
the country. Fr. David brings his 
knowledge of Ignatian Spirituality 
and decades of ministry experience 
to the team.

Laura Riehle 
Associate Director of Adult Ministry

Laura has had an accomplished career as a high 
school theology teacher for 28 years. She also 
brings to the Center her experience as a Spiritual 
Director. She received her certification from 
Mount St. Joseph University in 2012. Laura works 
closely with Fr. David in adult ministry.

Abigail Rafael 
Development Administrator
Abigail comes to Cincinnati from the shores of 
New Jersey after participating in a year-long 
Catholic mission in West Price Hill, Cincinnati. 
Abigail has experience working in a variety of 
marketing and communications offices and 
presents a new perspective to the operations of 
the ministry. 


